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Hon. Mayor and Members of the City Council: 
 

This is the report for the week ending December 6th, 2019. 
 
1. Meeting Notes 

 
The next meeting is a Special Meeting of the Richmond City 
Council and is scheduled for Saturday, December 7th, at 9:00 A.M.  
The agenda may be found by clicking this link: December 7th City Council Agenda. 
The next Regular Meeting of the Richmond City Council is scheduled for Tuesday, 
December 17, 2019. 
 

2. Upcoming Events 
 
Holiday Arts Festival, Sunday, December 8th, 11:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. 

The Holiday Arts Festival 2019 is an annual tradition at the Richmond Art Center. 
For 56 years, local independent artists and craftspeople have shared their best work 
with our community, which includes handmade arts and crafts, jewelry, ceramics, 
textiles, packaged goods, clothing and accessories!  

Shop for handcrafted holiday gifts by artisan vendors tabled in our four main 
galleries. We invite shoppers to have lunch from the gourmet food trucks and relax 
in our holiday cafe. Our famous Ceramics Sale will take place in our ceramics studio. 
We feature a giftwrap station to help prepare your holiday presents in artistic style, a 
holiday raffle, and free art activities for kids. Local nonprofit partners will be onsite to 
share their work and discuss how they are impacting our communities.  

Read more about the artisan vendors, community partners and food 
vendors participating this year at the Holiday Arts Festival 2019! 
 

http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/Archive.aspx?AMID=30&Type=Recent
http://richmondartcenter.org/join-us-december/holiday-arts-festival/
http://richmondartcenter.org/join-us-december/holiday-arts-festival/
http://richmondartcenter.org/join-us-december/holiday-arts-festival/
http://richmondartcenter.org/join-us-december/holiday-arts-festival/
http://richmondartcenter.org/join-us-december/holiday-arts-festival/
http://richmondartcenter.org/join-us-december/holiday-arts-festival/
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District Mapping Workshops - Your District, Your Map! 
 
The City of Richmond invites you to share your input on the proposed district maps 
that are being considered for City Council elections! Please see the flyers below for 
locations, dates, and times for the upcoming community meetings. 
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LEAP is hosting the Census Wednesday, December 11th - 11:00 A.M. ï 2:00 P.M. 
 
The Literacy for Every Adult Program (LEAP) will be hosting the United States 
Census on Wednesday, December 11th, from 11:00 A.M. ï 2:00 P.M. We encourage 
local residents, organizations, school groups, neighborhood councils, businesses, 
and coalitions to stop by LEAP to sign up if interested in working on Census 2020 
outreach and awareness. The Census is looking to fund those committed to 
ensuring a complete count of residents with an emphasis on hard-to-reach 
populations (unhoused, low income, people of color, immigrants, non-English 
speakers, and/or children under 5 years old).  
 
For more information about our event please contact Yvette Williams at (510) 307-
8165 or by email at Yvette_Barr@ci.richmond.ca.us.  
 
 
The Richmond Rent Program Community Workshop is Presenting ï Handling 
Habitability Problems 
 
As part of its continuing outreach to Tenants and Landlords who would like to learn 
more about rental housing rules and regulations, the City of Richmond Rent 
Program is offering the following workshops: 
 
Handling Habitability Problems (Landlord-focused Workshop) 
Saturday, December 14, 2019 
10:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. 
City Council Chambers 
440 Civic Center Plaza 
Richmond, CA 94804 
 
This workshop is designed for Landlords who would like to learn more about 
handling habitability problems. 
 
Topics for discussion will include: 
 

¶ Housing Inspections 

¶ Relocation Payment Assistance (Substantial Repairs) 

¶ Rent Adjustment Petitions 

¶ Tenant Responsibilities Under the Law 

¶ Termination of Tenancy for Breach of Lease/Nuisance 

¶ Providing and Receiving Lawful Entry to Rental Units 

¶ Documentation and Providing Written Notice 

¶ Landlord Responsibilities Under the Law 
 
Space is limited - RSVP today: https://rentprogram.eventbrite.com 
 
[Please note the following: To locate future community workshop dates, you may 
access the Rent Program Community Workshop calendar at www.richmondrent.org.] 

mailto:Yvette_Barr@ci.richmond.ca.us
https://rentprogram.eventbrite.com/
http://www.richmondrent.org/
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Contra Costa Census West Regional Training Workshop 

 

Contra Costa Census 2020 needs YOU to ensure a complete count. Come get the 

training you need to be a knowledgeable trusted messenger! 

 

About this Event 

 

The future of your community starts here! The census provides a once a decade 

count of every person in the United States. This count determines representation in 

Congress and funding for our communities including roads, affordable housing, 

schools, and parks. 

 

Contra Costa Countyôs Census 2020 Complete Count Steering (Committee) has 

been building a network of trusted messengers to increase awareness and motivate 

residents to respond to the 2020 Census. In order to get a complete count, it will 

require strong collaboration between the County, cities, and community partners. As 

part of this effort, the Committee has awarded Census Outreach and Assistance 

Grants totaling $280,000 to about 55 organizations throughout the county to ensure 

a complete and accurate count. 

 

The Committee is hosting a series of Regional Census Training Workshops to better 

understand the importance of the Census, learn about outreach resources and tools, 

and how to help our community members complete the Census form. The Training 

Workshops are mandatory for Contra Costa County grantees and open to anyone 

interested in assisting in census outreach and education in Contra Costa County. 

We encourage you to participate in a workshop to get the training you need to be a 

knowledgeable, trusted Census 2020 messenger. 

 

The West County Regional Training Workshop information is below. 

 

December 16, 2019 

4:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. 

Council Chambers 

440 Civic Center Plaza 

Richmond, CA 94804 

 
Please register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/80819851351. The workshop is 
mandatory for Contra Costa County grantees. Spanish language translation and 
refreshments will be provided. 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/80819851351
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Community Services Departmentôs 4th Annual Holiday Food Drive 

 

 

The Community Services Departmentôs (CSD) 4th Annual Holiday Food Drive has 
launched! We are collecting non-perishable goods for the holiday season, with all 
donations benefiting the Bay Area Rescue Mission. Most needed items include: 
stuffing mix, canned vegetables, cranberry sauce, cooking oil, coffee, sugar, honey, 
maple syrup, and spices. Until December 20th, food drive barrels will be located at 
various city facilities in Richmond, as listed below: 
 

https://www.bayarearescue.org/
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ǒ Booker T. Anderson Community Center 
ǒ Community Services Building 440 Civic Center Plaza 
ǒ Developing Personal Resources Center (DPRC) 
ǒ May Valley Community Center 
ǒ Nevin Community Center 
ǒ Parchester Village Community Center 
ǒ Recreation Complex 
ǒ Richmond Annex Senior Center 
ǒ Richmond City Hall 
ǒ Richmond Memorial Auditorium 
ǒ Richmond Public Library (Bayview Branch) 
ǒ Richmond Public Library (West Side Branch) 
ǒ Richmond Senior Center  
ǒ Richmond Swim Center 

 
3. Acknowledgements 

 
LEAP Success Story 
 
The Literacy for Every Adult Program (LEAP) is so proud of our student Zeontaô 
Johnson for being appointed to the first-ever Richmond Fund for Children and Youth 
Oversight Board.  
 
Zeontaô will be part of the first Oversight Board for the city of Richmond to help guide 
funding for youth-serving organizations by developing policies, monitoring, and 
ensuring that the Richmond Fund for Children and Youth is managed in a manner 
accountable to the community. 
 
Zeontaô exemplifies pride and purpose for the City of Richmond and LEAP is grateful 
to be part of his journey in achieving his individual goals. Zeontaô had his first board 
meeting on Monday night and is excited to serve and represent the youth in his 
community. 
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Another City Employee Joins the EV Ownership Club! 
 

 
Johnny Hill, KCRT/IT Assistant Engineer and his 2016 Ford Fusion 

 
ñA special thanks goes to Den®e Evans & the Transportation staff for their 
encouragement to attend the 2019 Richmond National Drive Electric Week 
event.  At the event, I had the opportunity to begin the purchase process for my first 
electric plug in vehicle.  The Drive Clean Program and the CHDC were very helpful 
and made purchasing a very easy process.  The CHDC gave me a grant to pay for 
the down payment and helped me to obtain an affordable auto loan with reasonable 
monthly payments.  I recommend this program to everyone who is interested in 
owning an electric vehicle (EV)!   Since owning my vehicle I have already begun to 
save money on gas on for multiple trips like dropping my kids off at school, taking 
them to their after school programs and numerous sporting activities.  EV driving 
makes my familyôs travel expenses more affordable. I also love the fact that I am 
also helping out the environment.ò 
 
To learn more about EV ownership and purchasing resources please contact Denée 
Evans at (510) 621-1718.  
 
 

4. City Manager Chronicles 
 
Hoo boy has it ever been busy around here! During the last few months the City 
Council and staff have been hammering away at all kinds of nails, including a 
development approval for the massive Zeneca site along the waterfront, the move to 
district elections, and a proposal to ban the transportation of coal through Richmond. 
But letôs get down to whatôs really important: TACOS. Thatôs right! Here in the City 
Managerôs office we were pleased to read the November 15th issue of SF Eater, 
which confirmed what we already knew:  that Richmond has the best tacos in the 

https://sf.eater.com/maps/best-tacos-oakland-richmond-east-bay
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land! We have no real quibble with the article, which calls out five Richmond 
taquerias for excellence, because all those listed are outstanding (Note: certain 
interim employees are especially partial to Tacos La Raza, listed fourth in the 
article). But if we do have a beef (pun intended) with the writers, itôs that they forgot 
to include Tacos Los Primos! That humble taco truck sits in the parking lot at the NE 
corner of 23rd and Barrett Avenue and serves what might be the finest Al Pastor 
tacos anywhere north of La Ciudad de Mexico. I was first introduced to the succulent 
joys of Tacos al Pastor by DIMO Director Tim Higares, and for that Iôll always be 
thankful to him. Speaking of Tim, you may have heard that heôs finally decided to 
ñease on down the roadò into retirement. You can help celebrate this momentous 
occasion by stopping by to say thanks and goodbye at a City Hall reception next 
Monday. Here are the details: 
 
What: Tim Higares Retirement Party 
When: Monday, December 9, 2019 
450 Civic Center (Basement) 
Time: 1:30 P.M.  ï 4:30 P.M.  
 

5. City Managerôs Office 
 
Richmond Department of Children and Youth - Richmond Fund for Children 
and Youth Oversight Board Meeting  
 
On December 2, 2019, the Richmond Fund for Children and Youth Oversight Board 
(Oversight Board) held its first meeting. Selected from 39 eligible applicants, each 
member of the Oversight Board was appointed by the Mayor and Councilmembers.  
 
Some of the demographics of the Oversight Board appointees include: 

¶ 7 Oversight Board members are between 15 and 24 years of age  

¶ 7 Oversight Board members are over 24 years of age  

¶ 10 neighborhood councils are represented by the Oversight Board, as well as 
unincorporated North Richmond 

¶ 5 Oversight Board members are a parent of Richmond youth 

¶ 2 local high schools are represented (Kennedy and De Anza) 

¶ Multiple languages are represented 

¶ Gender identities include 11 females and 3 males 

¶ Educational backgrounds range from High School to Ph.D. Degrees 
 
To learn more about the Oversight Board and access meeting materials, please visit 
https://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/3751/Oversight-Board. 

https://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/3751/Oversight-Board
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Richmond Department of Children and Youth - Y-PLAN Collaboration with 
Kennedy High School 
 
In collaboration with Y-PLAN, 45 students from Kennedy High School had the 
opportunity to visit Civic Center Plaza and RYSE on December 4, 2019, to learn 
about the various and diverse youth services available across Richmond. The 
Department of Children and Youth is working collaboratively with Kennedy High 
Schoolôs Information Technology Academy to better understand how to best serve 
and engage youth in Richmond. 
 
To learn more about the Richmond Department of Children and Youth, please visit 
www.richmondyouth.org. 
 

 

http://www.richmondyouth.org/
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District Mapping Workshops - Your District, Your Map! 
 
On December 5th, 2019, the City of Richmond held a community workshop at Hilltop 
Community Church to share information about Richmond's move from at-large to 
district-based elections and receive input on submitted map designs. 
 
The City of Richmond is hosting an upcoming community workshop on Tuesday, 
December 10th from 7:00 P.M. to 8:30 P.M. at Booker T. Anderson Community Center 
(960 S 47th St, Richmond, CA 94804).  
 
For more information, contact 510-620-6512 or visit 
www.ci.richmond.ca.us/3849/District-Elections. Para información en español, 
contacte al 510-620-6512. 
 

 

http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/3849/District-Elections
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Transportation Services Division Updates 
 
Are you interested in learning more about what services the City of Richmondôs 
Transportation Services Division is working on for you? 
 
Subscribe to receive updates: http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/list.aspx?ListID=374  
Or Go To: http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/2876/Transportation 
 

 
 
Zip Car is now in Richmond 
 
Throughout 2020, residents of Contra Costa County can join Zipcar and receive the 
first year of membership free as well as qualify for up to $100 driving credit after 
joining.   It is simple to join, reserve vehicles, and drive.   
Go to www.zipcar.com/richmondca for more details and to sign up! 
For more information please contact Denée Evans at (510) 621-1718. 
 

http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/list.aspx?ListID=374
http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/2876/Transportation
http://www.zipcar.com/richmondca

