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Hon. Mayor and Members of the City Council: 
 

This is the report for the week ending March 22nd, 2019. 
 

1. Meeting Notes 
 
The next City Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
March 26th. There is no Closed Session, and the Regular 
Meeting of the Richmond City Council will begin at 6:30 PM, and the agenda may be 
found by clicking this link: March 26th City Council Agenda. 
 

2. Upcoming Events 
 

Mini-Grants for FY 2019-2020 up to $5,000 Available Now! 
 

 
 
The Richmond Community Services Department (CSD) is accepting mini-grant 
applications to support organizations that are Richmond-serving and that partner 
with and/or consistently utilize facilities managed by the Community Services 
Departments. 
 

http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/Archive.aspx?AMID=30&Type=Recent
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Grants up to $5,000 are available to support organizational programming and/or 
projects that make use of the CSDôs aquatic centers, community centers, parks, and 
the convention center and can encompass programming around youth sports 
leagues and teams, special events, educational forums and classes, recreational 
classes, stipends, CSD facility rental fee payments, and overall community 
enrichment. 
 
The grant applications must be submitted electronically to 
recreation@richmond.ca.us by Friday, March 29, 2019, at 5:00 PM with attention to 
Guadalupe Morales at the Community Services Department. 
 
For more information: tinyurl.com/csdminigrants. 
 
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Training 
 

 
 
The Richmond Fire Department is conducting Community Emergency Response 
Team (CERT) Training for our community on the dates shown below. 
 
Spring 2019 CERT Academy Training: 
 

¶ March 30: CERT Introduction and Fire Suppression, Utility Shut-Off, Hazardous 
Materials Awareness 

¶ March 31: Disaster Medical 1 and 2 

¶ April 13: Light Search & Rescue and CERT Organization  

¶ April 14: Disaster Psychology, Terrorism Awareness and Drill Preparation                 

¶ April 27: CERT Drill Day 
 

Community Emergency Response Team training (CERT) is a FREE emergency 
training program to empower our community to prepare for and overcome the effects 
of any disaster that can disrupt our daily lives. 
 
Participants learn basic skills that can mean the difference between being a victim or 
a survivor in the next emergency and to become a member of their Neighborhood 
CERT Team. 
 
Participants must complete all training modules to receive training completion 
certificate. To enroll, visit either of the following two websites: 

mailto:recreation@richmond.ca.us
file://///ci.richmond.ca.us/s1/Dept/City_Managers/WEEKLY%20REPORT/CM%20WEEKLY%20REPORT%20FOR%20030119/tinyurl.com/csdminigrants


3 

¶ For more information & course schedule, visit: 
http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/1595/Course-Schedule  

¶ For registration visit: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/richmond-cert-academy-
spring-2019-registration-55804503773 
 

Questions?  Please contact Genevieve Pastor-Cohen, Richmond Fire Department, 
Office of Emergency Services at (510) 620-6866.  
 
Citywide Spring Break Camp 
 

 
 

We invite you to join our staff and children from multiple Citywide Community 
Centers at our all-in-one Spring Break camp. Participants will experience various fun 
programs and activities, such as: theme based arts & crafts, brain games, and 
sports. 
 
Reserve your spot today! 
When: April 1-5, 2019 (Monday-Friday) 
Where: 3230 Macdonald Ave, Richmond, CA 94804 

http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/1595/Course-Schedule
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/richmond-cert-academy-spring-2019-registration-55804503773
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/richmond-cert-academy-spring-2019-registration-55804503773
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Ages: Kindergarten-6th Grade 
Weekly Cost: $25 (10 A.M. to 4 P.M.) 
Before Care: $20 (8 A.M.  to 10 A.M.) 
After Care: $20 (4 A.M.  to 6 P.M.) 
 
Registration Opens March 11th, 2019 - (510) 620-6793 
Email: registration@ci.richmond.ca.us 
 
Spring Egg Hunt & Recreation Info Day 
 

 
 

Join us on Saturday, April 13, 2019 for our annual Egg Hunt and Recreation 
Information Day! Weôll have egg hunts for all ages and great giveaways! Weôll be 
there rain or shine. In case of rain, we will be relocated to our social hall inside the 
auditorium. 
 
For more information, please call (510) 620-6793. 
 
 

  

mailto:registration@ci.richmond.ca.us


5 

Water Safety Day 
 

 
 

The Community Services Department and Richmond Swims are excited to be 
hosting a Water Safety Day for the community on Sunday, April 14th from 1:00 P.M. - 
4:30 P.M. at the Richmond Swim Center. Fun activities and information focusing on 
water safety will be available, as well as demonstrations, free mini-swim lessons and 
more. This is a family-friendly event. Non-swimming adults and children are 
encouraged to sign up in advance for free lessons. 
 
On-site registration will be available as space allows, and online registration will be 
available beginning April 1st. 
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Adult Co-ed Softball League Starts April 24th! 
 

 
 

It's time for the Adult Co-ed Softball League! We're here to promote an active and 
healthy lifestyle playing softball in Richmond. Basic ASA rules will apply. Sign up 
today at the Registration Office. 

 
Starts April 24, 2019 and runs through June 26, 2019. Games occur on 
Wednesdays, from 6:00 P.M. - 8:30 P.M., for a total of 10 games. Ages 18+. Cost is 
$450 per team. Registration opens on March 18th, 2019, through April 12th, 2019. 
 
For more information, contact Maurice Range: (510) 620-6960, 
maurice_range@ci.richmond.ca.us 

  

mailto:maurice_range@ci.richmond.ca.us
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Park Rx Day! 

 
 

The Community Service Department, in collaboration with Contra Costa Health 
Services and National Park Service, will hold its annual Park Prescription Day on 
Saturday, April 27th from 11:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. at John F. Kennedy Park.  
 
During the event, healthcare providers, park agencies, community groups and other 
program leaders will organize events and activities at JFK Park, encouraging 
participants to improve their health and well-being by embracing the health benefits 
of nature. Some of the activities planned for the event include; health screenings, 
yoga, Walk with the Doctor, bike rides/repairs, dance, instruction volleyball/soccer, 
and lunch. 
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3. Acknowledgements 
 

Firefighter of the Year Award 
 

 
 

It is an honor to bestow the Firefighter of the Year Award to Captain Michael 
Rodriguez. Before joining our department, Captain Rodriguez served in the United 
States Marine Corps from 2002 to 2006 as an infantryman. He deployed to Iraq on 
two different occasions to engage in military operations in Baghdad, and the battle of 
Najaf. While serving on the front lines of our security, Captain Rodriguez was 
severely wounded, for which he received the Purple Heart. After recovering from his 
wounds and hanging up his dress blues, Captain Rodriguez continued his service to 
the country by becoming a Richmond Firefighter.  
 
Captain Rodriguez entered into the fire service in 2012 and quickly gained 
recognition as a humble, competent, and professional member of the team. From 
the onset, it was evident that Captain Rodriguez brought with him the values and 
ethos of the United States Marines. Since joining our department, Captain Rodriguez 
has demonstrated his dedication to service, which has been exemplified by his 
commitment, never quit attitude, courage and determination. He has also 
demonstrated the commando spirit of unselfish service as he is always willing to give 
of himself to train fellow firefighters and those aspiring to learn the profession.  
 
Captain Michael Rodriguez has consistently been a role model to virtually everyone 
in our organization. He has been of immense help to new recruits, firefighters, fire 
engineers and fire captains through leading by example.  
 
Captain Rodriguezôs work ethic is without parallel:  train to win, maintain your fitness, 
be thorough in every task, embrace the good and bad of the profession, and willingly 
serve those in need. It is these attributes that led to him to become a Recruit Fire 
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Academy Instructor, where he instilled in each recruit the very ethos of teamwork, 
commitment, diligence and staying until the job is done.  
 
From becoming a firefighter in 2012, he achieved the rank of Engineer in 2015, and 
promoted to Captain in 2017. Captain Rodriguez has positively touched many lives. 
From providing lifesaving medical care to an injured person on the street, or climbing 
tall ladders to rescue people from burning buildings, as a mentor, leader, and friend, 
Captain Rodriguez has always been there to serve. Captain Michael Rodriguez is an 
American patriot, an American hero and the 2018 Richmond Firefighter of the year. 
 
Fire Department Retirements 
 

 
 
On December 28th, 2018, Battalion Chief Marcus Rayon, who was assigned as 
Richmond Fire Departmentôs Training Director, retired.  Battalion Chief Rayon joined 
Richmond Fire Department on May 8th, 1989 and served our Richmond community 
for twenty-nine years. He was promoted to Fire Captain on October 1st, 1997 and 
then promoted to Battalion Chief on October 8th, 2006.  He was assigned as Training 
Director on March 1st, 2010. 
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On February 1st, 2019, Deputy Fire Marshal Robin Poindexter retired. Deputy Fire 
Marshal Poindexter began her career with Richmond Fire Department on August 3rd, 
1987 and was promoted to the rank of Fire Inspector I on April 23, 2011. She was 
the first woman to attain the rank of Fire Inspector in the history of the department. 
On March 1st, 2005, Deputy Fire Marshal Poindexter was promoted to the rank of 
Fire Inspector II. On June 11th, 2012, she made her mark on the department by 
becoming the first female Deputy Fire Marshal in Richmond Fire Department history. 
In addition to her professional duties, Deputy Fire Marshal Poindexter also served as 
Executive Director of the Richmond Youth Academy for over ten years. Deputy Fire 
Marshal Poindexter gave thirty-one years of dedicated service to the Richmond 
community. 
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On February 1st, 2019, Fire Captain Nicholas Jackalone retired. Captain Jackalone 
began his Richmond Fire Department career on August 3rd, 1987 and was promoted 
to the rank of Engineer on December 1st, 1997. Nicholas Jackalone was promoted to 
Fire Captain on August 1st, 2013 and provided 31years of dedicated service to the 
Richmond community. 
 

Award for Engineering and Capital Improvement Projects Department (ECIP) 
from the American Public Works Association 

 
City of Richmondôs Rifle Range Road Retaining Wall project receives Best Disaster 
or Emergency/Repair Project Award from the Northern California Chapter of the 
American Public Works Association (APWA). 

 
During a rain event in February 2017, a landslide occurred on a portion of Rifle 
Range Road, a City of Richmond roadway nestled in the El Cerrito hills adjacent to 
Wildcat Canyon Regional Park. City staff responded immediately to the emergency 
and secured the area to keep the roadway safe for local residents and to minimize 
infrastructure damage. Staff monitored the roadway and City Council declared a 
local disaster. The Governor and then the President also declared a disaster, and 
this declaration then facilitated assistance from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA). 

 
The City hired a geotechnical engineer to assess the landslide area and to make 
recommendations on a repair. The Cityôs consultant designed a retaining wall 
structure to support the Rifle Range Roadway. The design minimized impacts to the 
downhill forested area in the regional park, limited disruption to the local residents, 
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and recycled as much material as possible. The retaining wall was constructed in the 
fall of 2017 and was completed before the onset of the following rainy season. 

 

 
2019 APWA Award 
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Rifle Range Road ï October 2016 

 
4. City Managerôs Office 

 
Bike Commuter of the Year 
 
Itôs time to nominate your favorite bike commuter as the 2019 Bike Commuter of the 
Year! 
 
Do you know someone whose dedication to commuting by bicycle is 
inspirational? Nominate them for Bike Commuter of the Year! 
 
One person from each Bay Area county will be announced as a Bike Commuter of 
the Year on April 25th. Nominations will be accepted through April 2. Nominate them 
here https://bayareabiketowork.com/bike-commuter-of-the-year/  
 

https://bayareabiketowork.com/bike-commuter-of-the-year/
https://bayareabiketowork.com/bike-commuter-of-the-year/

