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Mayor and Members of the City Council: 
 

This is the report for the week ending January 5, 2018. 
 

Editorôs note: 
 
This being the first weekly report of 2018, I want to take this opportunity to 
wish all of you the best in the coming year.  I am very appreciative of those 
who take the time to read or review this weekly tome to stay informed about 
activities of the Richmond community.  I am also obliged to acknowledge the assistance that I receive in 
its preparation.  In preparing the weekly report, I receive news and notes with photographs from various 
departments, which I very much appreciate.  They help keep me up to date, in addition to allowing me to 
pass along useful and interesting information to the community.  These submittals are initially compiled by 
Shané Johnson, an outstanding member of the City Managerôs office staff who graciously greets visitors 
to the office (along with my wonderful, almost legendary Executive Assistant Sue Kadlec).  From there, I 
complete the final edits, and add my own items of information.  I am very grateful to the contributing 
departments and to Shané who do their job so well; as the last reviewer, I take full responsibility for any 
errors in the report. 

 

 
 

1. Meeting Notes  
 

The first business meeting of the City Council for 2018 is a joint meeting of the City 
Council and the West Contra Costa Unified School District Board of Education 
scheduled for Wednesday, January 10th at 6:30 PM in the Richmond City Council 
Chambers at 440 Civic Center Plaza.  The first regular meeting of the City Council in 
2018 is on Tuesday, January 16th. 
 

2. Holiday Tree Disposal and Recycling Options 
 



2 
 
 

 
 

Residents have several options to properly dispose of holiday trees. Please read the 
summary below or access the Republic Services flyer for more information. 
 

a) If you have not already used your two annual allocated On-Call Curbside 
Clean-up(s), call Republic Services Customer Service to arrange for no cost 
curbside pick-up at (510) 262-7100. Unscheduled pickups are subject to a 
$16.44 service fee by RSS; OR 

 
b) On any of your regular green waste collection days, cut your unflocked, natural 

tree to fit in your yard waste cart. Trees must be 6 inches or less in diameter 
and cut to no more than 3 feet in length. Please be sure to remove the stand 
and all decorations. Artificial trees should be put into the trash bin; OR 

 
c) With proof of residency (driverôs license or California ID), RSS customers can 

take Christmas trees to the Golden Bear Transfer Station (1 Parr Blvd, 
Richmond; Monday - Friday, 7:00 AM -5:00 PM; Saturday - Sunday, 9:00 AM - 
5:00 PM) through the first weekend in February at no cost for compostable 
trees; $11.00 disposal fee for non-compostable tree, or no proof of residency. 

 
Thanks for taking the time to properly dispose of your tree in an environmentally 
responsible manner. 

 

https://ca-richmond3.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/View/45401
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https://ca-richmond3.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/View/45434
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3. Rent Program Holiday Closure and Modified Office Hours January 8, 2018 ï 
March 2, 2018 

 
Staff of the now one-year old Rent Program are extremely busy putting systems in 
place to handle the initial registration for landlords.  To allow for staff training and 
further program development during this implementation period, the Rent Program 
office will operate on a modified office hour schedule from Monday, January 8th 
through Friday, March 2nd: 
 
Monday: 9:00 AM ï 12:00 noon & 1:00 PM ï 4:00 PM 
Tuesday: CLOSED 
Wednesday:    9:00 AM ï 12:00 noon & 1:00 PM ï 4:00 PM 

https://ca-richmond3.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/View/45435
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Thursday:        CLOSED 
Friday:             9:00 AM ï 12:00 noon & 1:00 PM ï 4:00 PM 

 
We appreciate your patience as this program continues to progress. 
 

 
 

4. RichmondWORKS Receives $150,000 from the California Workforce 
Development Board 

 
During the Christmas holidays, RichmondWORKS staff received notice that their 
program received a $150,000 grant award to expand the Essential Skills Academy 
(Project ACES).  Project ACES (Accelerating Careers thru Essential Skills) was first 
developed as a strategy to assist Richmond residents to prepare for jobs and 
careers in the burgeoning food production and warehouse sector.  Food Service 
Partners, Kohana Coffee, Hello Fresh, and Palacek are some of the local 
businesses who have been actively involved in developing the curriculum and have 
interviewed and hired Project ACES graduates.   
 
The new grant will provide for additional cohorts of the Essential Skills Academy and 
will expand programming to train new and first time supervisors.  Project ACES has 
been highlighted by the California Workforce Development Board as a promising 
practice and the model has been shared at several workforce development 
conferences. 
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Richmond residents, who are interested in getting more information or signing up for 
the next class, can call RichmondWORKS at (510) 307-8014.  

 
5. STEAM ï Fun with Science (Diversión con Ciencia) 
 

The Richmond Public Library is inviting the children to join in the excitement for our 
childrenôs program, STEAM Fun. After a very fun ï but messy ï October, with 
colored slime and frosting on haunted houses, we offered cleaner, engineering 
fun.  In November, kids created pasta cars and ran them down different size and 
inclines of ramps. They found out where they needed to have the most weight in the 
car (front or back or center distribution). They also made balloons propel along a 
rope. A few enterprising kids tried propelling their cars with balloons! 21 people 
participated! We hope to increase attendance again in the spring. 

 

 
 

The program will be available on the first weekend of the month through April 2018. 
 
Friday, January 12th (Winter Science activities will be offered); 
Saturday, February 3rd; 
Friday, March 2nd; and 
Friday, April 6th 
 
Pass on the news to friends with kids ï hope to see you there! 

 

6. City Manager Chronicles 
 
I have listed below some of the topics for meetings that I attended during the past 
week in the hope that it provides an idea of the varied issues with which our 
organization deals routinely. 
 
Meetings and events of note during the past week included: 
 

¶ Met with Planning and Building Services Manager Richard Mitchell, 
Transportation Project Manager Lori Reese-Brown and Transportation staff 
member Denée Evans to discuss policy issues associated with electric car 
charging stations; 
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¶ Met with consultants from Terraphase, along with Development Project Manager 
Craig Murray and Deputy City Attorney Carlos Privat, to discuss soil remediation 
monitoring and maintenance activities at Pt. Molate; 

¶ Participated in a check-in call with HUD Region IX staff, along with Deputy City 
Attorney Carlos Privat, Finance Director Belinda Warner, and special counsel; 

¶ Attended the regular, quarterly check-in meeting of the leadership from the seven 
City bargaining units, together with Finance Director Belinda Warner, Human 
Resources Director Lisa Stephenson, Deputy City Attorney Bruce Soublet, and 
members of the Human Resources Department staff; 

¶ Met with members of the UC Berkeley Chancellorôs staff to discuss various 
activities affecting the City and UC Berkeley; 

¶ Met with representatives from the Safe Return Team, along with Senior Deputy 
City Attorney Everett Jenkins, and Rent Board staff Nicolas Traylor and Paige 
Roosa, to discuss implementation of the ñFair Chance to Affordable Housingò 
ordinance. 

 
These meetings were in addition to attending the regular management staff 
meeting, agenda planning, reviewing staff reports to the City Council, doing 
department head ñcheck-ins,ò having discussions on various personnel matters, and 
having short discussions with staff, community members, members of the press, etc. 
 

7. Richmond Promise Office Hours at WCCUSD High Schools & RPAL 
 

Need help with your financial aid applications? Need help with the Richmond 
Promise Scholarship Application? Have questions about college? 
Richmond Promise College Access Coordinator Gaby Urías will be hosting weekly 
office hours at the following schools to assist students with financial aid and 
scholarship applications:  

¶ El Cerrito High School: Monday ï 11:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
¶ Richmond High School: Monday ï 12:30 PM - 1:30 PM 
¶ Richmond Police Activities League (RPAL): Tuesday ï 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
¶ De Anza High School: Wednesday ï 1:50 PM - 2:30 PM 
¶ Greenwood High School: Thursday ï 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM 
¶ Kennedy High School: Thursday ï 2:30 PM - 3:30 PM  

The 2017-18 Richmond Promise Scholarship Application is open and can be found 
at www.richmondpromise.org. Please share this opportunity with eligible students in 
your life!  

Questions or want to request a workshop? Info@richmondpromise.org // 510-761-
7231  

http://www.richmondpromise.org/
mailto:Info@richmondpromise.org
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8. The Color of Law:  A Book Talk on Housing Discrimination and Segregation in 
Richmond, the Bay Area, and Nationally 
 
The Richmond Museum of History and the Richmond Public Library will be hosting a 
book talk with author, Richard Rothstein. Mr. Rothstein will discuss the impact of 
government policies that created racially explicit inequalities in the development of 
housing communities in Richmond, the Bay Area, and nationally as outlined in his 
new book, ñThe Color of Law:  A Forgotten History of How Our Government 
Segregated Americaò, which was a finalist for the 2017 National Book Award in 
nonfiction.   
 
The free event will take place on Saturday, January 20th, 2:00 PM ï 4:00 PM at the 
Richmond City Council Chambers located at 440 Civic Center Plaza.  Following the 
program, there will be a question and answer forum.  Books will be available for 
purchase and complimentary light refreshments will be provided.     
 
For additional information, contact Angela Cox at (510) 620-5516 or Melinda 
McCrary at Melinda@richmondmuseum.org. 
 

mailto:Melinda@richmondmuseum.org
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9. Get Covered Richmond! Health Care Enrollment Event 
 

Do you know what health care options are available to you for 2018? Do you need 
help to re-enroll or enroll for the first time in health care coverage? Join us on 
Saturday, January 20th for a special event to make sure you have the right coverage 
for the year ahead! The Affordable Care Act is STILL here, which means you still 
have several options for care that fit you and your family, such as: 
 

¶ Covered CA in the Gold, Silver, or Bronze category. 90% of people who 

apply get financial aid. 

¶ Medi-Cal coverage if you qualify! Youth under 19 can get coverage under 

Medi-Cal. 

¶ Contra Costa Cares, a program of basic medical services available to county 

residents REGARDLESS of age, condition, or immigration status. 

 
Date/Time:  Saturday, January 20th, 10:30 AM ï 2:30 PM 
Location:   City of Richmond Recreation Complex 

3230 Macdonald Avenue  
Richmond, CA 

 
Please RSVP online at www.getcoveredrichmond.eventbrite.com 
 
Things you'll need to bring to the event: 
 

¶ Piece of mail, which should be an actual household or credit card bill; 

http://www.getcoveredrichmond.eventbrite.com/
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¶ Paystubs for at least 2 months; 

¶ Tax returns for tax year 2016; 

¶ Identity: Photo ID, driverôs license, or U.S. passport for each adult applying. 
 
The Open Enrollment Deadline for Covered CA is January 31st.  
If you have any questions you can email gabino_arredondo@ci.richmond.ca.us or 
call (510) 620-6606. 

 

 

10. Apply for Your U.S. Passport at Richmond City Hall! 
 
The City of Richmond City Clerkôs Office is accepting passport applications on behalf 
of the United States Department of State.  United States citizens planning 
international travel may apply for their passport at 450 Civic Center Plaza, Suite 300, 
during the following hours by appointment only:  
  

Monday: 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Wednesday: 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Friday:  10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
(Closed 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM ï days of operation only) 

 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/get-covered-richmond-2018-healthcare-enrollment-event-tickets-41444032216
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Please recognize that the area is an operational executive office, and a quiet 
zone.  No drop in service for same day appointments or scheduling future 
appointments is available at this time; you must call (510) 620-6786 to schedule all 
appointments.  
 
For application forms, information on documentation required, fees, and a wealth of 
other passport and international travel information, visit the only official website for 
passport information ï travel.state.gov. 
 
For more information about the City of Richmond Passport Acceptance Facility, 
please visit http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/passports. 
 

 
 

11. Community Services Highlights 
 
Highlights 

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en.html
http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/passports

