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RichmondBUILD’s network of partners include various City of Richmond 
departments, Contra Costa College, Rising Sun Energy Center, Solar Richmond, 
Net Electric, The English Center, GRID Alternatives, and partnership agreements 
with the cities of San Pablo, Berkeley, and Emeryville, which involves their 
purchase of training slots for their residents in the RichmondBUILD Academy. 

 
To date, RichmondBUILD has secured 28 grants and contributions totaling over 
$8.5 million. 
 
Awards & recognitions include: 
 

 FBI Director’s Community Leadership Award 
 Harvard Innovations in Government (semi-finalist) 
 Conservation Champion Award - Senator Barbara Boxer 
 U.S Green Building Council - Community Leadership Award (honorable 

mention) 
 Best Practice-Recovery Act Programs, US Department of Labor 
 Green Community College Leadership Award for Curriculum (in 

partnership with Contra Costa College) 
 
Special thanks and a happy anniversary go out to Employment & Training 
Director Sal Vaca, Employment Specialist Fred Lucero, and all of the many staff 
members and partners that have contributed to the success of this outstanding 
program. 

 
3. Richmond Adopts Innovative General Plan to Promote Community Health 

and Sustainable Development  
 
I don’t often comment on City Council actions in my weekly report (it’s too hard 
news for my purpose in writing this), but a recent event at last Tuesday’s City 
Council meeting should not go unacknowledged. 
 
This past Tuesday, the Richmond City Council adopted a new General Plan 2030 
to guide the City’s sustainable growth and development. The General Plan 
provides a comprehensive framework for developing a healthy city and healthy 
neighborhoods.  While General Plans are required by the State of California to 
contain seven elements, the City of Richmond’s General Plan contains 15 
elements addressing land use, economic development, housing, transportation, 
climate change, public safety, arts and culture, and open space conservation 
strategies.  Additionally, the City of Richmond is one of the first cities in the 
country to include a comprehensive element dedicated to community health and 
wellness.  
 
The General Plan accommodates open space and increased access to public 
parks as well as growth in mixed-use, high-density infill development around the 
City’s intermodal transit center and along its key commercial and transit corridors 



– Priority Development Areas.  The General Plan also articulates a vision for 
revitalizing Richmond’s Southern Gateway area anchored by the Richmond Field 
Station site, which is the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory’s preferred site 
for their second campus. 
 
Congratulations to all those who helped get this done, including the City Council 
for its policies (and patience), the Planning Department staff, with special 
recognition to Planning Director Richard Mitchell and staff members Hector Rojas 
and Lina Velasco, and the many community members that provided such 
valuable direction on this six-year project. 
 

4. The Richmond City Council Wlll Consider Joining the Marin Energy 
Authority on May 1st 

 
(Editor’s note:  I am once again breaking my unwritten rule about not including “hard news” in the 
weekly report; however, this is a significant policy consideration by the City Council, and we are 
encouraging residents to learn about this possible program for the City.) 

 
The Marin Energy Authority is a non-profit that operates the Marin Clean Energy 
Community Choice Aggregation program.  Community Choice Aggregation 
allows local governments to procure electric energy for residents and 
businesses.  It is an opt-out program that provides electric customers a choice of 
continuing to buy electricity from PG&E or choosing to purchase electricity from 
Marin Clean Energy, which purchases energy through more renewable 
resources.  Marin Clean Energy provides two electricity products: 1) Light Green 
- 50% renewable energy or 2) Deep Green - 100% renewable energy. 
 
Past presentations, staff reports and studies related to Community Choice 
Aggregation are available on the City Clerk’s website and at the City’s 
Environmental Initiatives website: www.richmondenvironment.org. 
 

5. Recreation Department Receives Imagination Playground in a Cart 
 

The Recreation Department has been awarded Imagination Playground in a Cart 
through the Let’s Play Improvement Grant program!  The Let’s Play Improvement 
Grants are made possible by Dr. Pepper Snapple Group (DPS) as part of its 
Let’s Play initiative to get kids and families active nationwide. The grant includes 
2 Playgrounds in a Cart.  One playground cart will be assigned to the Shields-
Reid Community Center and one playground cart will be assigned to the 
Disabled Persons Recreation Center (DPRC). The Imagination Playground in a 
Cart will provide children from both community centers a fun and safe innovative 
way of playing all while using their imaginations. 
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encourages parents to participate in their children’s education by reading with 
them. The event will include bilingual reading sessions with radio station 
personality Jose Luis “El Zorro”. 
 
During the Richmond Tales Fest, the Richmond Public Library will have special 
Sunday hours from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM in support of the event. 
 

9. Via Verdi Project Update 
 

The El Portal Drive temporary road closure is scheduled to begin on May 1st, in 
anticipation of the Via Verdi Culvert Replacement project.  A courtesy notice was 
sent to Caltrans, AC Transit, Highway Patrol, three residential neighborhoods, 
and local City and County Fire, Police/Sheriff, and Public Works Departments 
that will be affected by the upcoming road closure. 

 
The City issued a press release for a Ground “Filling” Ceremony at 3:00 PM on 
Friday May 4th.  As part of the ceremony, the City will honor Randy Iwasaki, 
Executive Director of Contra Costa Transportation Authority, and Tom 
Maruyama, Retired Director of the California Emergency Management Agency, 
both of whom helped the City obtain funding for this project.  Invitees include 
County Supervisor John Gioia, Mayor McLaughlin and City Councilmembers, 
City officials, community groups, first responders, Sobrante Glen residents, and 
several agencies that have been working on the Via Verdi project for the last two 
years. 
 
More information on the Ground “Filling” Ceremony can be found at: 
            http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/DocumentView.aspx?DID=8562 

 
10. Sell Big;  Business and Procurement Fair  
 

The Sell Big; Business and Procurement Fair will be held at the Craneway 
Conference Center in the Ford Building on Thursday, May 10th 2:00 PM to 6:00 
PM. This event will feature State, County, City, and Lawrence Berkeley National 
Laboratory (LBNL) Procurement workshops, best practices from government and 
business procurement experts, and more. Those interested in attending need to 
purchase tickets and register for workshops at: 
http://www.eventbrite.com/event/3214826633/eorg.  
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Swimming: In collaboration with the First Five program, the Plunge will begin a 6-
week parent/tot swimming program on April 27th.  The program will serve parents 
and children 0-3 years of age.  The class is designed to get children comfortable 
with the water as well as teach parents how to safely engage with their children 
in the water. 
 
Quilting: Beginning April 25th, the Shields Reid Community Center, in 
collaboration with the Richmond Art Center, will be offering a six week quilting 
class.  The class will teach participants to manipulate fabric into a beautiful work 
of art using modern sewing technology.  Students will learn these skills from 
nationally recognized artist, Marion Coleman.  Upon completion, students will 
have created a “one-of-a-kind” quilt for display or use at home.  Classes are held 
on Wednesday afternoons from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM.  Registration is open to 
children ages 8 to 14. 

 
17. Public Works Updates 

 
Facilities Maintenance Division: The carpenters built an interview room in the 
DiCon Building for Richmond Police Department and replaced two (2) doors 
along with the hardware in the gym of the Recreation Complex. 
 
The painters completed painting of the new interview room in the Police 
Department; and the men and women restrooms in the Auditorium. 
 
The stationary engineers repaired and replaced the waste line in Fire Stations 
67; repaired the heating ventilation air conditioning (HVAC) in 440 and 450 Civic 
Center facilities; replaced the faucets in the men’s restroom in Booker T. 
Anderson Community Center; and repaired the floor drains in Nevin Community 
Center. 
 
The electricians installed electrical power in the new interview room for the Police 
Department; repaired street lights on Marina Way from Wiswall to Colette; 
replaced the knock down pole on 23rd Street and Ohio Avenue; and repaired 
fixtures on 7th Street in front of Fire Station 62. 

 
Parks and Landscaping Division: Parks and Landscaping received a significant 
rock donation from local vendor Chris Hammond of Hammond Construction.  The 
rock is being used to secure the city’s lighting infrastructure.  
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The street sweepers regularly scheduled commercial and residential routes for 
the fourth week of April are in the Santa Fe, Point Richmond, Marina Bay, 
Coronado, Metro Richmond Village, Pullman, Cortez/Stege, Park Plaza, Laurel 
Park, City Center, Richmond Annex, Parkview, Panhandle Annex, and Eastshore 
areas.  

 
****************************************************** 

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions or comments about these or any other 
items of interest to you. 

 
Have a great week! 

 
You can sign up to receive the City Manager’s weekly report and other 

information from the City of Richmond by visiting: 
 

www.ci.richmond.ca.us/list.aspx 


