
 
Hon. Mayor and Members of the City Council: 
 

This is the report for the weeks ending January 31, 2020. 
 

1. Meeting Notes 
 
The next City Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 
4th. Closed Session begins at 5:00 P.M., followed by the Regular 
Meeting of the Richmond Housing Authority at 6:25 P.M.  The Regular Meeting of the 
Richmond City Council starts at 6:30 P.M., and the agenda may be found by clicking 
this link: February 4th City Council Agenda. 
 

2. Special Message from City Manager Laura Snideman 
 

 
 

Having arrived just this week as the new city manager, Iôm so appreciative of the 
City Council, staff, and community members who have so warmly welcomed me and 
helped me move quickly along on my learning curve.  Clear confirmation of how 
fortunate I am to be here in such a great place, includes two terrific events in this 
first week:  Recreation staff were formally honored at the City Council meeting with a 
Helen Putman award for Camp Achieve and a ribbon cutting was held for Rich City 
Apparelôs formal opening at our transit center in downtown.  These are the results of 
everyoneôs hard work and Iôll be honored to be a part of such continued success in 
the future.  However, I am also hearing much about the need for increased revenue 
to address multiple challenges, even though we are still providing some really great 

http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/Archive.aspx?AMID=30&Type=Recent


and pioneering services.  I look forward to working with everyone to figure out 
innovative ways to address these needs, continuing what Iôm referring to as a 
ñRenaissance in Richmond.ò  Iôm meeting with as many people as possible, and in 
the meantime, Iôm including my photograph so you can stop me and introduce 
yourself as I get out and about. Iôm also available via the traditional ways 
(Laura_Snideman@ci.richmond.ca.us or 510-620-6512) or in City Hall.  Meet you 
soon!  

 
3. Upcoming Events 

 
Richmond Rent Program Community Workshop:  Rights and Responsibilities 

for Richmond Tenants 

 

As part of its continuing outreach to landlords and tenants who would like to learn 

more about rental housing rules and regulations, the City of Richmond Rent 

Program is offering the following workshop: 

 

Rights and Responsibilities for Richmond Tenants 

 

Saturday, February 1, 2020                        

10:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.                     

City Council Chambers 

440 Civic Center Plaza 

Richmond, CA 94804 

 

This workshop is designed for Tenants who would like to learn more about their 

rights and responsibilities under the Fair Rent, Just Cause for Eviction and 

Homeowner Protection Ordinance.  

 

Topics for discussion will include:  

¶ Overview of the Rent 

Ordinance  

¶ Properties subject to the Rent 

Ordinance 

¶ Rent control overview  

¶ Just Cause for Eviction 

requirements  

¶ The Rent Adjustment process  

¶ Overview of California Civil 

Codes 

 

Space is limited - RSVP today: https://rentprogram.eventbrite.com 

 

mailto:Laura_Snideman@ci.richmond.ca.us
https://rentprogram.eventbrite.com/
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Only One More Week of Treecycling and Non-Compostable Tree Disposal 
 
The Community Development, Environmental, and Health Initiatives division 
encourage residents to utilize one of the five ways listed on the flyer for disposing of 
holiday trees. The information and flyer is also available at 
www.richmondenvironment.org.  
 
Please call Republic Services at (510) 262-7100 and see flyers below for more 
information. 
 
Holiday Treecycling and Non-Compostable Tree Disposal 
 
The Environmental and Health Initiatives Division encourages residents to consider 
the options below for disposing of Holiday Trees. Information about free treecycling, 
bulky item, and Household Hazardous Waste programs available to Richmond 
residents can be found by visiting www.richmondenvironment.org.  
 
Below are the options available for Holiday Tree Disposal: 
 
1. Curbside Collection: Cut your tree to fit your organic waste container. Trees 
must be 6ò or less in diameter and cut to 3ô in length. Natural trees go in 
compost. Remove decorations, plastic, cloth, ornaments and stand before 
composting. No flocked, painted, fireproofed, or artificial trees in 
compost. Artificial trees go in the trash container. 

2. On Call Bulky Pick-up: If you have not already used your allocated On-Call 
Curbside Bulky Clean-Up(s), call Republic Customer Service office at (510) 262-
7100 to arrange for no cost curbside pick-up. Trees more than 6ô feet tall must be 
cut in half. Must be scheduled in advance. 

3. For Fee Curbside Collection: If you are unable to cut your tree to fit in your 
container, call Republic Customer Service office at (510) 262-7100 to arrange 
ñFor Feeò curbside collection $19.62/tree. Must be scheduled in advance. 

4. Self-Haul (Drop-off): With proof of residence (driverôs license or CA ID), 
Republic Services customers can take Christmas Trees to Golden Bear Transfer 
(#1 Parr Blvd, Richmond Monday - Friday, 7:00 AM ï 5:00 PM; Sat-Sun, 9:00 AM ï 
5:00 PM) through the 1st weekend of February for compostable trees for free. 
There is a $11.55 disposal fee for non-compostable trees, or no proof of 
residency. 

5. Donate to Local Organizations: Local Boy Scouts and youth groups will pick up 
trees in exchange for a donation. 

 
Please call Republic Services at (510) 262-7100 for more information.  
 

http://www.richmondenvironment.org/
http://www.richmondenvironment.org/
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Opening of Project-Based Voucher Waiting Lists  

 

The Housing Authority of the County of Contra Costa (HACCC) is announcing the 

opening of project-based voucher waiting lists. Beginning Monday, February 10, 

2020, at 10:00 A.M. until Thursday, February 13, 2020, at 4:00 P.M., pre-applications 

will be accepted for the properties listed below.  

 

Pre-applications can only be submitted online at: www.contracostahousing.org. 

Please note there will not be any on-site applications and HACCC office locations 

will not be distributing pre-applications. Incomplete pre-applications or partially 

completed pre-applications will not be accepted. Pre-applications received after the 

February 13, 2020, 4:00 P.M. deadline will not be accepted.  

 

Eligible families will be referred to units subsidized with Section 8 Project-Based 

Vouchers from the Housing Authority of the County of Contra Costa in partnership 

http://www.contracostahousing.org/
http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/DocumentCenter/View/51831/Richmond-2019-Christmas-Tree-flyer_English
http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/DocumentCenter/View/51832/Richmond-2019-Christmas-Tree-flyer_Spanish
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with non-profit housing owners. The housing assistance is only available at the 

designated properties for families meeting the property restrictions as indicated 

above. After twelve months of residency, families will be eligible for a Housing 

Choice Voucher, subject to availability. 

 

Pre-applications are available in various languages. For more information, contact 

(925) 957-7081 or visit www.contracostahousing.org. Para más información en 

español, contacte al (925) 957-7081 o visite www.contracostahousing.org. 

 

 
 

 

Fiscal Year 2020-2021 ECIA Grant Program Applications are Available! 
 
In 2014, the Richmond City Council approved the Chevron Environmental and 
Community Investment Agreement (ECIA), which invests $90 million dollars into the 
Richmond community over 10-years. $6 million of those dollars have been set aside 
for a competitive grant program, designed for non-profits who serve Richmond in the 
areas of community, youth, and youth sports. The ECIA has grant awards that range 
from $5,000, up to $50,000. 
 
Important changes have been made to the grant guidelines, especially the eligibility 
criteria, so please read them carefully. Of special note, organizations awarded 
grants of more than $10,000 in FY 19-20 are ineligible to apply in FY 20-21. 

http://www.contracostahousing.org/
http://www.contracostahousing.org/


7 
 
 
 
 

 
Please click this link to view the live recording of the last ECIA Grant Information 

Workshop. 

 
The ECIA Grant Application is due on Friday, February 14, 2020, at 5:00 P.M. 
 
To access the ECIA Grant Application, Guidelines, and more check out the ECIA 
Grants webpage: www.ci.richmond.ca.us/eciagrants 
 

 
 
 
33rd Annual Freedom Fund & Life Membership Awards Banquet ñThe Power of 
the Black Vote  
 
On Saturday, February 15, 2020, the Richmond NAACP is celebrating its 33rd 
Annual Freedom Fund Gala and their commitment to serve the Greater Richmond 
Community.  
 
We want YOU to come and support "The Power of the Black Vote."  
 
With the March primary two months away, the NAACP is stressing the importance of 
not just the black vote, but the right to vote for everyone.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pyF9vV-PMNc
http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/eciagrants
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Additionally, we will be celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the Ratification of the 
15th Amendment (Men's Right to Vote), and the 100th Anniversary of the 19th 
Amendment (Women's Right to Vote). 
 
Tickets for the event are $100.00 and sponsorship opportunities are still available.  
 
6:00 P.M. ï 7:00 P.M. No Host Cocktail  
7:00 P.M. ï 9:00 P.M.  Dinner & Awards  
9:00 P.M. ï 10:00 P.M.  Dancing  
 
For more information or to purchase tickets, please contact event chair Linda 
Whitmore at  lindajwhitmore@aol.com or (510) 221-6880 or President Willie 
Robinson at williejrobinson@gmail.com. 
 
** Disclaimer contributions and gifts are not deductible as charitable contributions for 
federal income tax purposes; however, they are deductible as an ordinary business 
expense. 
 

 
 

 
Ready Together! Organize your Block for Disaster Preparedness Class 
 
We can build community and resilience at the same time and have fun doing it. Join 
CERTRichmond for a free class called Ready Together! Organize Your Block for 
Disaster Preparedness.  
 

mailto:lindajwhitmore@aol.com
mailto:williejrobinson@gmail.com
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In this 4-series class youôll learn how to support your community to be better 
prepared for a disaster. After an earthquake, people will come out in the street, and 
by taking this class, your block will have a plan of what to do next. This investment in 
your time will create community and can possibly save lives! 
 
Meeting #1: Overview & Team Size 
Overview of the program 
Building community on your block 
Deciding the size of your team, block gathering area, & area for special needs 
Discussing a block map, including gas shutoffs 
 
Meeting #2: Connecting with Neighbors 
Reviewing maps  
Ideas to connect with neighbors 
Identifying neighbors with special needs  
Getting neighbors involved 
 
Meeting #3: Get your Team Together 
Preparing for a block meeting or party 
Reviewing & distributing resources for household preparedness  
Creating a contacts, teams, & special needs list 
 
Meeting #4: Incident Command Structure 
Connecting to your Neighborhood CERT 
Radio training 
Explaining the Incident Command Structure 
Reviewing resources to get your block team trained  
 
All people who sign-up will get a packet of resources to help their block get 
organized. It will include steps on how to get individualized households prepared and 
a block emergency toilet plan. Your block will create a map of gas shut offs, know 
how to support community members with special needs, and have a plan of what to 
do after you have made sure your family is safe. We encourage people to take this 
course with a household member or other neighbor.  
 
Two cohorts are forming now:   

1. Fourth Wednesdays: February 26th, March 25th, April 22nd, & May 27th 
from 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM  
Richmond Public Library - Community Room, 325 Civic Center Plaza 

 
2.  First Tuesdays: March 3rd, April 7th, May 5th, & June 2nd from 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM  

Richmond Public Library - Community Room, 325 Civic Center Plaza 
 
If you are able to print out a flyer and share with others, that would help. Sharing this 
email with others or posting on social media is very much appreciated.  
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ready-together-organize-your-block-for-disaster-preparedness-response-tickets-90215315437
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ready-together-organize-your-block-for-disaster-preparedness-response-tickets-90215315437
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ready-together-organize-your-block-for-disaster-preparedness-response-tickets-90270959871
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14KyWNNp6LF9Wo0ugX2hCtGTpaI9g_ICe_gNzw_qNkOY/edit?usp=sharing
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The Ready Together! class is taught in English. Bilingual community members are 
encouraged to take the course to help reach more of our community and, hopefully, 
some will go on to become trainers of this course. The block resources are available 
in English and Spanish. Please share with people in your community. We need your 
help to reach everyone. 
 
CERTRichmond offers other classes including the Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) training at CERTRichmond.org.  
 

 
 
 

4. City Managerôs Office 
 
Recycling and Bulky Item Disposal Options 
 
The Environmental and Health Initiatives Division encourage residents to consider 
the options below for disposing of bulky items, bagged items, and household 
hazardous waste (HHW). Information about all of the programs listed can be found 
by visiting, www.richmondenvironment.org. Thank you for taking the time to properly 
dispose of bulky items, HHW, and other materials in an environmentally responsible 
manner. 
 

https://www.certrichmond.org/events
http://www.richmondenvironment.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14KyWNNp6LF9Wo0ugX2hCtGTpaI9g_ICe_gNzw_qNkOY/edit?usp=sharing

